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WILLITON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on 26th April 2017 at 7.00 pm  

At St Peter’s School, Williton 
 

Attendees: 
Chairman Richards 
SCC Councillors  
WSC Councillors Cllr A Trollope-Bellew 
Parish Councillors Aldridge, Birkett, Denton, Hooper, McDonald, Perrett and Vaughan  
Clerk Mrs M Francis 
Public 12 members 
Press  
Others  

  
Apologies: 

Councillors Peeks and Davies 
Public  

 

 
 

17/01 Apologies as noted above.   

17/02 Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th April 2016 

 It was resolved to approve the minutes  

 

17/03 Matters Arising 

 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

17/04 Chairman’s Report 

 The Chairman gave details of new members, Cllrs Birkett and Hooper during the previous 
year and advised the resignation of Cllrs Bigwood, Kirkham, Parbrook and White.  There were 
currently two vacancies on the Parish Council.  The Parish Office continued to thrive with 
regular bookings from the community and artists exhibiting their work.  West Somerset 
Council was contracted for the maintenance of Memorial Ground.   

 Business discussed during the last year included the following: 

 Bridge Green (The Copse) and Doniford Car Park – the Council continued to maintain 
these areas and had recently replaced the fencing at the car park. 

 Bellamy’s Corner – the Council continued to maintain this area, the bulbs were doing 
well.  The area was enjoyed by the community. 

 Community Speed Watch – Unfortunately, Lew Newman had passed away, which had 
been a great loss.  Patrols were once again taking place, but more volunteers were 
needed. 

 Wyndham Charity – this charity makes small donations to those in need and the 
Chairman sat on the Committee.  

 Youth – the Council continued to support the youth club which was run by Minehead 
Eye and there is a regular programme published detailing the activities that are taking 
place.  Talks were taking place with the organisers with regard to the children 
engaging more with the Parish Council through the Youth Council.  

 Pavilion Project – The project continues; full details later in the meeting. 

 Website – this continued to be updated it could be accessed to obtain up to date 
information on what had been happening in the meetings 

.   
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 Some of the projects that had been undertaken last year were as follows: 

 Flood Plan – had now been completed and wardens appointed.  Full details later in 
the meeting. 

 Toilets – we are in negotiations with District Council to take on ownership and reopen 
the facilities for our community. 

 Defibrillator – this was located in Spar and we continue to look for volunteers to 
undertake training. 

 Dog Litter Bin – was being well used at Watchet Hill. 

 The Parish Council continue with ways of enhancing our community, ie, Information 
boards, summer planters and festive lights at Christmas time. 

 
Forthcoming Events 
 

 Duck Race and Car Boot Sale – May 28th  

 Williton Fete – 8th July 

 Christmas Festival  

 If you are able to volunteer, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 Projects presently being undertaken were as follows: 

 Maintaining the work that had been carried out 

 Pavilion 

 Flood Plan – to continue to monitor and improve 

 New footpaths  

 Looking for ideas on how to celebrate the centenary of Armistice Day 2018. 
 
The Parish Council also represented other outside bodies and attended regular meetings. 
These included 

 West Somerset Voluntary Sector Forum – dealing with welfare issues 

 Magna Housing 

 West Somerset Council meetings 

 Watchet/Williton/Quantocks Area Panel 

 Transport Forum 

 Parish Council Open meetings 

 West Somerset Flood Group/District Flood Board 
 

The Chairman summed up his report by advising the meeting of the office opening hours and 
the availability of staff to help with any queries or issues the parishioners may have. 

 

17/05 Financial Report 

 A written report was distributed.  The Chairman of the Finance and Administration Committee, 
Cllr Vaughan, gave the meeting a detailed breakdown of the accounts for the previous year 
and the budget for the forthcoming year. The budget for 2016-2017 had been set at 
£103,137.00 with a precept of £90,000.   

17/06 Pavilion Project Update 

 KEY EVENTS 
 

 Improvements to the War Memorial – A grant of £21,000 had been received from 
West Somerset Council S106 Development Funding.  A new hard standing assembly 
area and path from Long Street to the Memorial had been installed.  This had been 
officially opened at the Poppy Launch on 29th October 2016. 
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 Reaching Communities – Big Lottery Stage 2 Application 
 

 The amended application had been submitted in April 2016. 

 The application had been approved in June 2016 

 Invited to bid for Stage 3 – Project Planning and Construction Phase. 
 
Project Cost and Funding 
 

 Project Budget : £1,473,187.00 – 2017-18 Economics 
 

 Funding Secured 
 West Somerset Council S106                 £128,500.00 
 EDF CIM Fund                                        £250,000.00 
 EDF Leisure Fund                                     £70,000.00 

 

 Available Funds 
 Williton Parish Council                              £13,617.00 
 WWMRG Charity end of March 2017       £64,000.00 

 

 Big Lottery Decision April 2017 

 Balance of Funding                                 £949,087.00 
 

PROJECT TIMETABLE 
 
Construction 
 

o Subject to positive lottery decision – April 2017 
o Appoint Slade Parry Ltd – April/May 2017 
o Issue Tenders – May/June 2017 
o Contractor Selection July/Aug 2017 
o Construction Commence Sept/Oct 2017 (Robert Street entrance will be closed during 

the construction work) 
o Construction completed August 2018 
o Available for use September 2018 
o Official opening October 2018 
o Building sign off and acceptance August 2019 

 

 

17/07 Policing in the Parish of Williton – Chief Inspector Lisa Simpson 

 
Chief Inspector gave a presentation of policing In the Parish of Williton 

 
 Three years ago there were four based in Minehead.  There was £70m less funding 

than in 2010, demand had gone up and crimes were more complex. 
 Three years ago there were three Police plus PCSO support in Williton cluster, now 

there was one Police and two PCSO’s.  PC Jamie Munro, PCSO’s Thompson and 
Bolton were praised for their work. 

 Difficult times with 2/3rds reduction, an increasing demand on services and another 
£20m needed to be saved over the coming years. 

 The beat area now included Wellington. 
 The crime statistics were for the beat area were noted as 171 crimes: 

89 violence against a person               10 burglaries 
38 theft                                                 4 sexual offences 
16 criminal damage                              2 fraud 
1 arson                                                 1 drug related offence 
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  The Police Station would be re-located and the main base will be Williton.  This would 
take place approx. September.  This would become the main police hub and Williton 
Police Station would be sold.  Minehead police station would be moved out of as it 
was deemed too expensive.  It was hoped Killick Way would be positive and more 
visible. 
 

Questions were asked from the members of public: 
 

 How often was a PSCO on duty without a Policeman? – Usually there are at one or 
two on duty, if caught up with arrest the police could be away.  In this instance, the 
control room would start to move officers closer, with the aim of never being outside 
20 minutes.  All have safety wear and personal recorders whilst on own. 

 Special constables were volunteers and not paid. 
 Why was the choice of location to Williton – do you regard as being more central? – 

Yes, it was central for most people. 
 Concern was raised regarding junction of Killick Way - if there was an incident and 

police cars needed to exit quickly – Traffic flow had been considered during H&S and 
where they were currently was a blind exit.  However, will ensure concern was heard. 

 There would be no cells locally – would have to take to Bridgwater. 
 There would be approx. 7-8 vehicles based in Williton which would be a minimal 

impact. 
 The entrance will be around the back of West Somerset House.  If it has a front office 

it will have civilian staff. 

 

17/08 Flood Report 

 

A flood report had been distributed.  It was noted the gullies had not been cleared on a 
regular basis and was this possible to get District Council to do?  Cllr Richards replied Yes, it 
can be reported to Highways; the wardens also check the areas. 

 

17/09 Any Other Parish Issues 

 The following questions were raised; 
 

 A recent consultation had been distributed to residents regarding the proposed 
crossing on Doniford Road.  Objections were raised regarding the suggested double 
yellow lines, whilst not objecting to children’s safety; it would mean nowhere to park 
outside the houses. 

 
 Residents were invited to talk at the next Parish Council meeting regarding their 

concerns. 
 

 It was noted problems were occurring at the Pharmacy. 
 

 Concern was raised regarding the parking on Long Street outside Sir Gilbert Scott 
Court. 

 
 
 
The Chairman thanked all for attending. 
 

  

 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm 


