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WILLITON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Environment and Planning Committee Meeting  
Held on 8

th
 April 2019 at 7.00pm at The Parish Office, Killick Way, Williton. 

 
Attendees: 

Councillors: Peeks, Perrett and White 
Public: None 
Other: Miss Jo Holmes 

 
Apologies: 

Councillors: Pearson, Howes and Bramall 
 
 
18/173B The Chairman advised that the meeting would be recorded. 

18/174B Apologies as noted above. 

18/175B Declarations of Interest. 

 There were none. 

18/176B Minutes of the Environment and Planning Committee Meeting held on 11
th

 March 2019. 

 After a proposal from Cllr Perrett, seconded by Cllr Peeks, it was resolved to approve the minutes. 

18/177B Matters from the Minutes – for the purpose of report only. 

 There were none. 

18/178B Correspondence. 

18/178.1B 
 

It was resolved to acknowledge a briefing note received advising of a new public consultation being held 
at Hinkley Point C regarding the acoustic fish deterrent discussion. 

18/178.2B It was resolved to note an email from TWM Traffic advertising speed display signs. 

18/178.3B 
 

It was resolved to note an email from Keep Britain Tidy regarding the Great British Spring Clean. 

18/178.4B 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Peeks, seconded by Cllr Perrett to email Somerset Waste stating how the Parish 
would have liked Williton Recycling Site to be open the same number of days and hours as Minehead, this 
being seen as fair to all Parishioners living in Williton and the former west Somerset area giving the same 
opportunity throughout. 

18/178.5B It was resolved to note a leaflet from Sutcliffe Play South West detailing new playground products. 

18/179B Planning Applications for consideration.  

 Application No Location Details Comments 

3/39/19/007 26 Shutgate 
Meadow, Williton, 
Taunton, TA4 4TJ. 

Erection of single storey 
rear extension with roof 
terrace. 

No objection. Subject to the 
condition on the previous 
planning permission being 
complied with, ensuring to 
safeguard the neighbours 
privacy, by erecting a 
privacy screen on the 
existing balcony. 

 

18/180B Notification of Planning Decisions – Noted. 

 
 

Application No Location Outcome 

3/39/18/017 11, 12, 14 & 15 Doniford Meadow, 
Doniford, Watchet, TA23 0TL. 

Refused. 
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18/181B Highway Matters. 

18/181.1B Doniford Bus Shelter – It was resolved to advise this matter is still ongoing, and no progress has been 
made despite numerous emails between the Parish Council, WSC and SCC.  It was proposed by Cllr 
Peeks, seconded by Cllr Perrett to email Haven stating the Parish had looked into this matter further, the 
planning agreement required a new bus shelter to be installed, we believe Haven agreed to fund this, 
however upon checking our records to date no Section 106 Agreement had been made, we have not 
found any planning obligation to this effect.  With regards to the maintenance and up keep of this bus 
shelter, we believe it to remain the responsibility of Haven, and would ask them to look through their legal 
documents and forward anything that may affect this.  To advise Haven how this matter has been going on 
for some time and the bus shelter is in need of a good clean and especially the removal of the graffiti, the 
Clerk is to send photos of the shelter along with this email. 

18/181.2B Grit Bin at Five Bells – It was agreed for the Clerk to email Watchet Town Council details of the estimated 
costs for future purchases of salt for the grit bin and wait for their reply. 

18/181.3B Aller Mead Way and Blacksmith Close - It was resolved to chase Highways requesting details of what the 
outstanding issues were that had been holding up the WSC adopting these private roads. 

18/181.4B Deteriorating stone wall on Long Street outside the Social Club - It was resolved to email WSC Building 
Control and chase this matter up again. 

18/181.5B Overgrown hedge between 'Potters Yard' and 'Little House' – It was agreed to write and thank Highways 
very much for information supplied on this matter and ask if they have any idea when this is likely to be 
carried out. 

18/181.6B Slippery pathway from Tower Hill to Half Acre – An email had been received from a Parishioner informing 
us of how they had slipped on the pathway from Tower Hill to Half  Acre and how it needed sorting out.  To 
advise the Parishioner that Highway had been made aware of this and we are waiting for a response from 
them. 

18/181.7B Street Light on Limpetshell Lane not working – It was resolved to write to Magna advising of a street light 
that is not working on Limpetshell Lane located in the garden of what we believe to be one of their 
properties, we are aware Magna have in the past cut back vegetation in this garden and as this street 
lamp is located in the same garden, it is assumed this street light would be their responsibility.  The Parish 
would ask if they could please fix this at their earliest convenience as it is lighting an area where steps 
lead to another part of the estate, and for safety reasons does require lighting. To advise that a concerned 
Parishioner had already reported this street light not working and making buzzing noises to Highways, 
WSC and Magna, however each stated this was not one of their street lights, resulting in the Parishioner 
getting no further forward in this being repaired.  It was then reported to the Parish Office where we 
advised we would try and see what we could do to help. 
It was suggested to also contact Wyndham Estates notifying them of this and requesting any information 
they may have in respect of who is responsibility for this street lamp.   

18/182B Finance and Budget. 

18/182.1B It was resolved to note Countrywide Ground Maintenance had been awarded the WPC Ground 
Maintenance Contract and the SCC Grass Verges Contract.  It was advised they had provided us with a 
schedule of dates and times when they will be carrying out the maintenance, it was suggested to keep an 
eye on it to make sure they do keep up with the schedule. 

18/183B Items to Report from Grounds Maintenance Officers 

18/183.1B Bridge Green - The Copse (Cllr Pearson) – It was proposed by Cllr Peeks, seconded by Cllr White to 
leave planting any further trees on the grass verge that is at the side of Bridge Farm,  due to previous 
trees planted there having each died.  It had been suggested there could be something wrong with the soil 
and as planting season was almost over it was resolved this matter should be left for now and taken off 
the Agenda.   

18/183.2B Bellamy's Corner (Cllr Pearson) – It was resolved to email Highways chasing the removal of the Bakelite 
Museum and Orchard Mill Museum signs they had previously agreed to remove. 

18/183.3B Doniford Car Park (Cllr White) – It was proposed by Cllr Peeks, seconded by Cllr Perrett to defer this 
matter until after the Full Council meeting, and discuss any further updates at the next EPC meeting 
together with the possibility of removing this matter from the Agenda. 
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18/183.4B Play Equipment in Recreation Ground: 
1. The quotation for the repairs advised in the Playground Inspection Report is to be discussed 

under item 18/192B. 
2. A quotation received to roll flat the playing field is to be discussed under item 18/193B. 
3. The quotation for the renewal of the side step on the rocking horse would be discussed under item 

18/194B. 
4. It was agreed to contact the company that fitted the wet pour safety flooring in the children's 

playground asking their advice on what would be the best method of removing the moss and 
algae. 

5. To discuss the quotations to remove the moss and algae from the children's playground under 
item 18/195B. 

18/183.5B Street Furniture - The quotation for repainting the benches and rubbish bins would be discussed under 
item 18/196B.  

18/183.6B Grass Verges – It was resolved to email Magna advising that for their information a new tree had been 
planted on what we believe to be their land, this is on the left hand side grass verge when turning into 
Northcroft off Long Street and that they were aware of this. 

18/184B Flooding Matters. 

18/184.1B It was agreed to email the Parishioner confirming we had passed their email onto Highways about the two 
drains up Tower Hill that were still blocked, despite drain clearing having being carried out recently, and 
that we had asked them if they could deal with this swiftly and in a timely manner. It was resolved to note 
the Black Arch drain repairs had now been completed. 

18/185B Community Speed Watch. 

18/185.1B It was agreed to contact all volunteers that had shown interest in helping out with the community speed 
watch and ask if they would be prepared to carry out some training in preparation for when this group 
meet up again, a Cllr would be chosen to represent this group after the May elections have taken place. 

18/186B Empty Homes. 

 There was no update. 

18/187B Highway Finger Posts. 

18/187.1B The quotation for repairs to the finger posts would be discussed under item 18/197B. 

18/188B Village Crosses. 

18/188.1B After a lengthy discussion on whether the village cross should be a traditional style or of a more modern 
design, and further discussing Cllr White's suggestion of this being located at Bellamy's Corner, it was 
advised by Cllr Peeks the legal deeds would need to be checked before any decisions could be made, in 
case of any specific clauses referring to obstructing the view on the roundabout and poor visibility that 
putting the village cross there may cause. 
It was suggested by Cllr Peeks for Cllr White to contact Nick Hall (Somerset Heritage Centre) who is the 
Conservation Officer for the whole of the County, and has had dealings with Village Crosses before and 
would be able to advise in more detail on what designs and materials would be best for this, who to 
approach in regards to making the cross and costs, and it would also be beneficial to observe other War 
Memorials in surrounding villages, enquiring on the company that made theirs and approximate costs. 
It was agreed for Cllr White to pursue with this project obtaining designs and prices and bring these along 
to the next meeting for discussion. 

18/189B Outdoor Gym Equipment. 

18/189.1B It was agreed to defer this matter to next month due to Cllr Howes absence. 

18/190B Matters for the next meeting to be held on 13
th

 May 2019 

 To discuss the use of a directional diverter to channel large amounts of overflowing rain water from the 
downpipe going straight onto the pavement on Long Street from some buildings. 

18/191B After a proposal by Cllr Perrett, seconded by Cllr White, it was resolved to pass a resolution to exclude 
the press and public from the remainder of the meeting due to the items being commercially sensitive. 

18/192B It was agreed to defer making a decision on this matter as only one quotation had been received so far for 
repairs listed in the Playground Inspection Report, it was advised that it would be better to have other 
quotations to compare these prices to before making any final decisions.  The Clerk is to contact Watchet 
Town Council, Minehead Town Council and WSC - Parks Department, requesting details of who they use 
for their playground repairs and to obtain a further two quotations to discuss at the next EPC meeting. 

18/193B It was proposed by Cllr Peeks, seconded by Cllr Perrett to defer a decision on the quotation received from 
Countrywide Grounds Maintenance to roll flat the playing field with a roller attached to their pick-up truck 
and obtain a further two quotations to do this. 
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18/194B It was resolved to defer renewing the side step on the rocking horse until the quotations have been 
received for the Playground Inspection Report (item 18/192B) which includes this item. 

18/195B It was agreed to defer the decision on these quotations and action item 18/183.4B (4) first by contacting 
the manufacturers of the Wet Pour Safety Flooring for advice before choosing the correct method of 
cleaning and relevant quotation for this matter. 

18/196B It was proposed by Cllr Perrett, seconded by Cllr Peeks to accept the quotation received from CT-Tanks 
on the condition that Hammerite Paint would be used on the steel benches and bins, that a colour 
matching stain would be used on the wooden benches and not varnish.  This matter would be discussed at 
Full Council meeting for a final decision due to the quotation being over the authorised amount. 

18/197B A discussion took place on the quotations for the repairs to the finger posts and it was agreed to forward 
details of the cheapest to CPRE requesting help in funding these repairs. 

  

  

Meeting closed at 8.40 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed as a true and correct record ………………………………….  Dated ……………………………………. 

 

 


